
  

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

  
 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?  
READING PLANT LABELS  

Learn how to identify a few common plant types sold at nurseries and garden stores.  

Achillea 
millefolium

Yarrow

Plant type:  

Straight Species  

How to tell:  

The plant’s scientific  

name (genus &  

specific epithet) is  

listed, without any  

other names in single  

quotation marks.  

Achillea 
millefolium 
‘Calistoga’

Yarrow

Plant type:  

Cultivar  

How to tell:  

The plant’s scientific  

name (genus &  

specific epithet) is  

followed by a name in  

single quotation marks  

(‘Calistoga’).  

Achillea 
‘Moonshine’

Yarrow

Plant type:  

Hybrid Cultivar  

How to tell:  

Only the plant’s genus  

is listed, followed  

by a name in single  

quotation marks  

(‘Moonshine’).  

WESTERN YARROW
Achillea millefolium var. occidentalis

OPEN POLLINATED SEED

Plant type:  

Variety  

How to tell:  

The plant’s scientific  

name is followed by  

“var.” and a variety  

name listed in italics.  

YARROW
Achillea millefolium ssp. lanulosa 

OPEN POLLINATED SEED

Plant type:  

Subspecies  

How to tell:  

The plant’s scientific  

name is followed  

by “ssp.” and a  

subspecies name  

listed in italics.  

gardenecology.oregonstate.edu  
Photographs by Jen J-M. Hayes  
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